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Dress circle

What goes around, comes around — ne wonder quality workmanship and elegant femininity
are back in style and driving a retro revival. By Joanna Bounds and Angie Kelly.
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vilney women are flling inlove with
vintage clothes. We're succambing o
the ferding of silk against the skin, the
leminine eurve of dewing gowns and
the old-world glamour of elbow-length gloves.

Our erush on everything old means we are
bagging original 19505 dresses from
Boutiques dedicated to hunting them dewn
from here and overseas, we'tebuying headed
cardies at clothing fairs devoted (o the genre
and when wecan't find orlginals we're having
eopies made with the finetalloring ofa
bygone era

Those at the forefront say our love affair can
e expluined partly by nostalgia for a simpler
time whenwomen dressed up in velvet, taffeta
and satininsread of skinny jeans, s well as the
interwoven destre for a returm to femininioy—
o step back briefly into an ere when (twas
sl to set your hidr, putona hatand apply
Setterbox-red lippie every time you walked out
the front door.

Feeding this growing desire is Coco Repase
Botlgue in Surry Hills— & reasure trove of
hat bokes, digmante brooches, full skirts and
beaded cashmere. Using adedicated band of
Vintage fashion scouts in the US, most of the
Coco Hepose stockis genuine vintage - that
i5, 25 years old or more. And when there are
home-grown discoveries - sometines ina
too-fragile-to-be-sold condition - local
tailors will lovingly hand-make coples using
vintige fabic, furning our [usrane garment
in each size,

eesica Guthrie says one reason
in the current craze is from
women whowant o replicate the book from
‘B and- Bls-get television shiows such as
Mad Men {which finished last week on SBS)
and hit Hollywood movies.

“When Angelina Jolic appeared in
rjmngglmf_; cloche hats suddenty beeame hig
[ wiin e = Guith Thengids srarted
comming i 1ml)mkin)|fmughl ‘wiggle' dresses
thatthey'd seen on the TV series Mad Men, so
they can wear them at “wiggle parties' It's also
aresultofageneraton of girls prowing up
watching [high fashion| showslike SexAnd
The Cine.”

She adds that ansther popular reason why
wermen by vintage outfits is to wear them to
the oifice,

“It's about peaple wantng a different ook
forwiork, It not ceazy costuming - just really
nice 1dds and “50s suits with greet detailing
and beautiful tailoring.™

Lorraine Foster, who helped found The
Vinta ecmﬂ“n%@ op in Sydney’s CED moge
thin thres de Ao, saya theincrenaing
miiinber of sryle-led televizsion shows and
films means customes often come through
e dosor wanting to find out maore.

Vintage fairs coming up

[ Janel Marrissey's Sydney Vintage Clothing,
Jewellery and Textiles Shaw takes place twice
a year, every April and October, at Canterbury
Park Fumction Centre, Canterbury Racecourse,
King Street, Canterbury, See lovevintage.com.au
or call 6628 G588,

[] Bachy Sharp's Vanity Fair Market happens
on the second Saturday of every month at
Ledchhardt Town Hall. The next market is
scheduled for July 1L

[ In Bangalow, northern NSW, another Vanity
Fair Market will be held on July 25, See
vanitylalrmarkets.com or call 0408 103 258,

[ Magnalia Square hristmas

pre-C shopping
event Thursday, Movember 19; Friday, November

20; Saturday, November 21 at Randwick Race
Coursa willincluds some vintage wares including
iewellary, children's clothes and kimanos, See
magnoliFsguaracom.me.
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Fabrics and sizes are often different with

m stores and websites vintape garments.”
Micola Spult, the British-born ownerol
Coco Surry Hills Crown Stroet store Grandoma Takes

Repase

B2 Fitzroy Sireet, Surry Hills; 9356 4804, a Trip, advises starting out by wearing a
vintage dresswith ncl-:l.xlr:rfmammpmm'
shoes, 0r rocardigan with o pair of joans,

Y o't want txlooklike you've dropped
outof a dme warp,” she says. “Pick out n
vintage accessory and team itwith awhite
shirtand jeans- you only need asmall toech
afvintage.
“Avintage cashmere cardigan ls also easy to

Grandma Takes a Trip
263 Crawn Street, Surry Hills; 9356 3322
T3 Gould Street. Bondi Beach; 2130 6262,

The Vintage Clothing Shop
Shop 7, 5t James Arcade, T
B Castlereagh Street, (I._:?

Sydney, 9238 0090, wear, You can layer it in winter and itlooks
) gmnluvvracln-'.u s beesutifully softand
Love Vintage you've got i classic piece of clothing in
lavevintage yourwardrobie .Lﬂ-’.andlﬂthrr
[Comau, ACTESED are ilsg famtnstic - just start
with asnikeskin handbag or an unnsual
Sydney Antigue bl
Centre Vintage jowedlery Sanlt adds that one benefit of wearing
531 South Dowling lika this typekey vintage is that the materials and workmanship
Street, Surry Hills; bracelet made are usually far superior 1o garments made
G341 3244, from old-fashion 1oy,
typewriters will be "To make o 1950s dresd now, with all those
Cath Kidston svallable st the pintucks, it just wouldn't happen. The
cathkidston.co. next Magnella material used inviniage clothing
iz often better quality than the
Lark & Frisnds event at Randwick fabrics you'll see today, too,”
larkmada,com, a0 Racecourse in \ Thatwas Guthrie’s
N . See realisatinn when working in
Venus in Furs typekey.com.ai. themalnamream fashion

Baspake vintage-

Industry in Melhowrme.
inspired evening woear and millinary by

Becoming disillusioned with

appointment, 53 Kingston Road, high-volume production
Campardown; BO21 6754 or and the factthat
0410 660 912; thousands of women

wenusinfursEaptusnet oo, su. wens the same style of
biouse or pairof
pants, she decided
to open her Surry
Hills store.

“ROMELLTEs WOmen come
into the shop and ask fthe

clothing s second-hand — they “Istudied fashion
getasurprise o find that itis designin

original because the clothes el bourne aned

are in such beauriful decided o do

condition,” she says, “They
don't realise that whena
dress no longer fits or
doesn’t suitthemany
e, itcan have a
whale other life,"

Foster adds that
ANYONE CANWELT
vintage - start sminli
andnever dress head
o o in pre-|oved
fashion.

vintage asa
reaction againsg

evarything
being mass

“Justadd a dash of produced,”
vinrage, Scarves and she says. "We
accessaries are good, because all end uﬁ
they don't nesd tofit you - looking the

same and | juse
wanted woffer
something different.
Many of the clothes in
miy store are one-offs,
s0 the colours are more:
vibrant and the fabrics
better quality, oo,
Stepinto L
Repose and entera
spice where glamour
rubes —shebves brim
with floral fabric-lined hatboxes
and rails are filled with 1 5#40s
taffeta aid velvet cockiail
dresses: Guthrie says she keepsan
eyo on general fashlon rends,
fashion-led television shows and
it movies and then sources
vintage clothes tomatch.
""Last summer maxi dresses

Trendsetter ... hnll'i'l Jolie
frocks out In

lark

were oll the craze and | managed to find a heap
of them from the past - everyone who came in
loved having an original version," she says. "]
alsn have brides comingin for vintage
wedding dresses and the latest trend is to ler
bridesmalds plek out a 195 dress. The
colours might be different but the era s the
theme - then thebride hrings it all together
with the shoes and the lowers. Trworks outa
lotcheaper, oo,
Of conrse, not everyone has aceess to
fabulous inner-city stores like these—which is
why vintage fairs such as Becky Sharp's Vanity
Fuir Markar, hald ar Leichhardt Town Hall
once amaonth, and the bi-annoal Sydney
Vintage Clothing, lewelleryand Textiles Show,
at Canterbury Racecourse and in Bangalow,
northern NSW, have been such a success.
Founder of the Sy :Im.-y\-'lma?et lothing
Show Tanel Morrissey beld her fisst retro
clothing falr in Lidcombe in 2006 - and ended

Our love affair can be explained partly
by nostalgia for a time when women
dressed up in velvet, taffeta and satin.

upselling out of most of her 1920 Aapper
dresses, That was when she realised a
generation of Australian women didn't want to
hunt for bargains atop shops and decided 1o
openup her anline vintage clothing store,
lovesdntage. com.au, o awider marker.

“For young girls, going teop shops i seen
a% conl,” she saye, “Butthere's a middle range
ofwmen in their late 20s and 30s upwards
who want gonod-quality vintage clothes that
arewellmade, that they can wear out and
make & statement, without scouring second-
hand shops.”

With a penchant for pre- 198508 fashion,
Morrissey says her vintage fairis s hunting
Kr[lllllllflll e of Syidn wop design talent

“Kags e Bl n always comes
ilong and Cr sends het
dt'ﬁlpll.h!ehmk ol ieces, Ity arare
chance tosee all of these amazing clothes in
one place.”

And the last word an why we love vintage
miust go to Grandma {aka Sauli): " The best
thingabout wearing vintage is wien a friend
ﬂﬂﬁ\'IJLlhhrr!}l!ugnt\-nnrdmssandl'nu
"?P" Itsvinta age. Whist you r'.'w1llvs.a:,'ln|,
is: "o, you can't ,(4-:
wther dress like i T hey ean't b ||ur fe ot
I shop—it's one of a kind, it's the best wiy o
stamp originality on yourwardobe "
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Old school at home

Give a nostalgic nod to the past with vnntage
homewares from these shops.

IF YOU'RE looking to add a vintage vibe to your home, hunt
down coﬂe:tab!e Clarice Cliff geometric crockery sets and
' Os t ffee canisters at retro

love the
colour a
style of
vintage
homewal
" but don't
theerait's
made in, thers
are plenty of

modern takes on t

trend. Cath Kidston

pioneered the look in the mid-'90
Glamour ... Sarah Doyle tries ~housewife chic with exquisite floral fabrlcs, atmospheric
on a vintage outfi old-school candlestick holders and antigue blankets. Closer
Repose. e to home, Australian label Lark & Friends recently used

imagery from the iconic Ladybird books on a range of cake
tins, retro wall clocks and tin trays.
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